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UM COEDS HAVE CHANCE
TO CHANCE THEIR DOUBLE STANDARD
MISSOULA —
Coeds at the University of Montana in Missoula may see another portion of what they 
term a "double standard" in living regulations eliminated as a result of a survey now in 
progress.
Currently a questionnaire is being prepared by the UM Students Facilities Council 
which will ask the women where they would rather live if given a choice--in University 
dormitories or off-campus housing.
Under present regulations all unmarried, non-Missoula female students younger than 21 
are required to live in University dorms, although sophomores and above are given the 
option of living in a no-hours dormitory which they can enter any time. Freshman women 
and coeds in hours dormitories must be in by midnight during the week and 2 a.m. Friday 
and Saturday. Men have no-hours regulations and may live where they choose after their 
freshman year.
J.A. "Del" Brown, student facilities coordinator, said the survey will be used in 
reviewing current regulations and in formulating future building plans.
The University is slightly ahead of need in dormitory spaces and is operating at 
about 89 per cent of capacity, Brown said. The excess in dormitory spaces, about 300, 
came during 18 months in 1967-68 when both the University's 11-story dormitories, Jesse 
and Aber Halls, were completed. The two have 808 spaces between them.
more
UM COEDS--2--
'•Residence halls have been built as a result of the increasing student demand for 
living quarters, and the sincere intention of the University is to serve its students 
well," said UM President Robert Pantzer. "In constructing such residence halls as 
Knowles, Miller, Jesse and Aber during the past eight years, the University has attempted 
to provide modern living conveniences including attractive recreation lounges, ample 
living room, typing rooms, TV rooms, music nractice areas and special storage facilities."
Brown said if the enrollment at Montana continues to grow as it has previously 
there will be no vacancy problem within two years. Dormitory occupancy increased almost 
300 residents from fall quarter 1967 to fall 1968, and if the increase is repeated in 
fall 1969, the excess dormitory spaces will be filled.
The federal government, when asking references and qualifications for dormitory 
building loans, uses an occupancy formula which requires that the buildings be filled to 
90 per cent of capacity, and the University has adopted this figure in planning and 
evaluating occupancy requirements.
The following is a table of increases in occupancy and percentage of occupancy for 
UM dormitories since 1962:
SPACES PERCENTAL
YEAR AVAILABLE FILLED
1962-63 1,223 103
1963-64 1,490 95
1964-65 1,490 108
1965-66 1,808 96
1966-67 1,808 95
1967-68 2,212 86
1968-69 2,616 89
Although there has been some concern that there would be a tremendous outflux of 
students from the dormitories if women were given the opportunity to reside off campus 
before they are 21, Brown doesn't see a problem in this regard. "The occupancy level in 
recent years has been maintained at about 32 per cent of enrollment. In addition, many
return to the halls after they have found living off campus is not as attractive as it 
seemed," he said. more
UM C0EDS--2--
'It is somewhat frustrating to provide such excellent facilities and then be con­
fronted with the problem of maintaining an occupational level to conform with bond issue 
requirements,” Pantzer said. "However, we recognize that views of students do change and 
we are attempting, to the best of our ability, to reasonably accommodate their wishes.”
Brown said plans include installation of carpeting, draperies and built-in furniture, 
in keeping with the desire of the University to nrovide living facilities which are as 
comfortable as possible.
The UM president, referring to renovations in recent years to Brantly and Elrod Halls, 
said the University is making every effort to update the older facilities. ”".'e are fully 
cognizant of the pressing need to replace furniture in the older halls, and within our 
ability to finance, we are commencing such a program,” he added.
However, future campus building plans, which tentatively call for three additional 
high-rise dormitories to be built on the east edge of the campus, will be tempered by the 
survey of women students and developments toward the abrogation of the "double standard."
